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Lets look at how it works.  When you open
Discover:TemplateMaker, you first need to choose
the type of template you are creating – in this instance
a New Switch template.

Main menu
of Discover:
TemplateMaker

Once you are in the Discover:TemplateMaker you
are now ready to create the template for your array.
For this example we will draw a simple row/column
scanning setup for a switch user wanting to access
the Internet.  Discover:TemplateMaker allows you to
very simply draw cells by copying and pasting single
cells or blocks of cells.

Creating a
simple
Internet
template in
Discover:
TemplateMaker

Before designing and programming the cells, you
need to decide on the groups and subgroups for
scanning (the reverse of the old Macintosh
Discover:Create).   The template is then sized
appropriately and saved.  Discover:TemplateMaker
has a ‘Test Scan’ to ensure that the scanning groups
and subgroups have been set up correctly and a
‘Preview’ to ensure you are happy with the layout of
the template.

Test Scan.

Old templates saved can also be modified and
resaved using Discover:TemplateMaker.

Once the new template is saved you can then add
content to the cells using the tools built into the
Discover software.

A simple scanning array can be created to provide
a switch user with independent access to the Internet.

Visit the Madentec website www.madentec.com for
more information.

Internet array.

Using the
Internet array
to access a
favourite
Internet site.

FREE Seminar

Quantum Technology will be holding a free
seminar which will showcase how WYNN and Test
Talker Literacy Software can assist students with
a learning difficulty.

DATE: 9th December 2004

VENUE: Quantum Technology Training Centre
5 South Street
Rydalmere NSW

TIME: 10am - 4pm

RSVP: (02) 8844 9888 or
info@quantech.com.au
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Free Computer Activities
for Switch Users - Part 3.

by
Rachelle Woods

Last month Kerrie Fry reviewed free and low cost
computer activities that involved repeated untimed
switch use.  This month we focus on activities that
require timed single switch use, that is, the user
times the press and release of the switch to result in
the desired outcome.  This usually involves activities
or games with timing demands.

1. Untimed single switch use – press and
release the switch to result in an outcome
(cause and effect).

2. Repeated untimed single switch use –
press and release the switch in a series
of steps to result in the desired outcome
(switch building).

3. Timed single switch use – time press
and release of the switch to result in
the desired outcome.

4. Switch scanning – single switch
automatic scanning or two-switch step
scanning.

This type of switch use is a useful precursor for
developing single switch automatic scanning skills.
It is not however a necessary stage of switch
development as users who are unable to master
timed use of a switch could go on to switch scan
using two-switch step scanning  (see next months
article for more information).  Many of the resources
below are games with timing demands and so will
also be of interest to competent switch users who
enjoy playing computer games.

Unless otherwise stated the activities require use of
a switch adapted mouse.

• Senswitcher – this series of switch activities
with simple graphics and sounds (http://
www.northerngrid.org/ngflwebsite/sen/
intro.htm) has been mentioned in each of our
articles. The Popup and Targeting level of
activities have been designed specifically to
work on timed switch use.  The timing
demands can be customised for individual
skill levels.

• Some of the three minutes demos available
from www.hsj.com/demos.html include
activities requiring timed switch use.  Switch
Wars has an activity titled Switch Wars that
involves the user pressing the switch while
the space ship is within a target – the level
of difficulty can be set in the main menu.
Frog and Fly also has an activity titled Frog
and Fly that involves pressing the switch
while the fly is flying across the screen, the
speed of the fly can be adjusted by setting
the scanning speed in the main menu.

• Last month Kerrie mentioned some of the
games that are available on the Nstorm
website that require repeated switch use.
While the graphics and sounds of the
Nstorm games www.nstorm.com can be fun
and appealing to all switch users, timed
activation of the switch is usually required to
score points.   The games are fast paced
and require good timing skills.  Check out
the series of Elf Bowling games, Frogapult
and Chicken Archery to name a few.

• Similarly points are rewarded in Battle of the
Gods and Reign of the Flowerpots
(available from www.rjcooper.com/rj’s-free-
games/index.html) when targets are hit as
they move around the screen.

Watch out for our final article in this series in the
next edition of TechnoTalk.

This is an example of
one of the Targeting
activities from
Senswitcher.  The
mouse moves across
the screen and the user
is required to press the
switch as the mouse
moves through the box.



We welcome any feedback, good or bad, that you have on our service.
Please feel free to contact us by phone on

02 9972 8183, email at tasc@tscnsw.org.au or in writing at the address on the front page.
TechnoTalk is published monthly and costs $27.50 (GST $2.50 incl) for the 11 issues per year.
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Technability has
a New look Website!• •

Technability is a well-known supplier of assistive technology products for
computer access, voice output communication, special needs software,

switches and mounting systems.  The Technability staff have recently updated
the website and given it a new look to make it more user friendly for customers
and those interested in assistive technology.  You will now find it much easier to

find the product you want, including the price and then to order it online, by
fax or mail.

Did you know that Technability also offers training? Details on various training
workshops can be found on the web. TechnoBabble, the Technability newsletter

will soon be downloadable from this site. You may also wish to subscribe to
automatic notification of new editions.

There are two new features of the website which will be very
useful if you have any questions on products that you have

purchased or have difficulty with assistive technology
terminology. The ‘Troubleshooting’ link provides answers to

FAQs and the ‘Support Questions’ link helps you with
commonly used phrases.

Visit www.technability.com.au for more information
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