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How fast time has flown as we enter the second half of the
year with another information filled edition of TechnoTalk.

The TASC Occupational Therapists have continued with
the comparison of onscreen keyboards (started in the
May edition) with a review of the features of keyboards
that have the ability for voice output. This information is
presented in a useful table that can be used as a quick
reference point.

This month we also welcome a new staff member to
the TASC team. Debbie McKie has joined our seating
consultants and brings experience from recently working
in the UK. Welcome Debbie!

Finally some of the TASC team are preparing to attend
the ARATA conference in Adelaide 22nd-24th September
2008. We look forward to meeting you there. See http://
www.e-bility.com/arata/conf.php for more information on
the exciting program.

Until next time...happy reading!

Jo Ford
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Technology Access E
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Website for parents and families;

Alliance for Technology Access
http://www.ataccess.org/

If you are interested in some research around
assistive technology The Alliance for Technology
Access (ATA), based in the United States, offers a
website for families of children with disabilities who
need assistive technology. On their website you
can read about accessibility solutions, accessible
toys, accessible play ideas, and information on how
to integrate assistive technology into schools.

Equipment news from AbleNet

AbleNet is bringing out the BlGmack and the
LITTLEmack with four different coloured caps in
each package.

The caps can be
used to colour
code activities and
messages related
to the activities
throughout  the
day such as play
time, meal times,
morning circle.....

=
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We welcome any feedback, good or bad, that you may have on our service. Please feel free to contact us by phone on 02 9975 8469,
email tasc@tscnsw.org.au or by writing to The Spastic Centre PO Box 184 Brookvale NSW 2100

TechnoTalk Newsletter is free and available from www.thespasticcentre.com.au/news/technotalk/
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Hi, my name is Debbie McKie, and | am the new Seating Consultant who has joined the TASC team!

P

While studying Physiotherapy at The University of Sydney, | worked at
Lifestyles and St.lves CAS as a Program Assistant during my holidays.

| was sad to leave, but when | finished my degree, | was posted to Canberra
to begin my career as a Physiotherapist.

With some experience under my belt and the travel bug biting, | headed over
to London with a special interest in respiratory and early rehabilitation of
acutely ill patients.

It was there | learnt the importance of comfortable and supportive seating, not only from a therapist’s
point of view, but from the patient who had to sit in it all day!

| discovered that my favourite part of the session was all the fiddling around trying to create a supportive
chair out of an assortment of pillows, towels and whatever else | could get my hands on!

| was very excited to be offered the job here at TASC, and | am really enjoying working with such a
holistic team!

Main Story:

OnScreen Keyboards with Voice Output Communication

Com par Ison Review by TASC Occupational Therapists.

This edition of TechnoTalk continues our comparison of onscreen keyboards (see our May edition for the
first part of this comparison). The keyboards in the following table all include the ability for voice output
communication as well as access to the computer. Most keyboards come with a range of pre-made
communication grids, and some have the ability to create new grids from scratch. Some keyboards
also have the capability for additional features such as access to email, text messaging (SMS) and
environmental control functions (e.g. control of infrared appliances such as a television; additional
equipment required for SMS and environmental control). The table includes the most commonly used
onscreen keyboards with the best range of features.

sayit™ Orator and sayit™ Scanner and Mouse are onscreen keyboards with voice output, however they
have not been included in this comparison as they only work within their own application (text is sent
to other applications by cutting and pasting). For more information on the sayit range and to download
demonstration copies, see http://www.sayit.com.au/

For more information, please contact TASC Consultants or the suppliers listed.
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Scott Marfilius AT support for
students struggling with Maths

Scott Marfilius is an assistive / educational technology
consultant with a focus on areas such as computer
access and technologies that assist those with cognitive
and learning difficulties. Scott Marfilius was one of the
keynote speakersatthe Inclusive Learning Technologies
conference held in May 2008 by Spectronics.

Scott shared some of his experience and research in
students struggling with maths. He said that research
had shown that the root of experiencing math problems
often is informational gaps. These gaps happen
when instructions have not been sufficient or efficient
enough for the learner. We all learn differently, so
learning differences, difficulties and or disabilities need
to be addressed and taken into consideration when
presenting the student with a task.

Areas to consider when identifying where extra support
is needed:
- Auditory perception and processing

- Handwriting

- Memory

- Organisation skills

- Attention

- Reading

- Right / Left Discrimination
- Sequencing

Accessibility Strategies to Consider:
- General Instruction Strategies

- Curriculum Adaptations Strategies
- Classroom Environment

Le~dne

For people with cerebral palsy

Math Resources - Websites

Ask Dr. Math http://mathforum.org/dr.math/
WebMath http://webmath.com/

The Tech Matrix http://www.techmatrix.org/

This is a nice site where you can match
the students need with equipment/software
available. Please note that all equipment /
software may not be available in Australia.

HomeschoolMath.net
Vorksheets | Curriculum Guide | Lessons & Articles | Amazon Store | Onl

“= HOMESCHOOL MATH @

Online Fraction Calculator

Resource # 777777 - by helpingwithmath.com

Fraction #1 | N

© +(Add)

® - { Subtract)

® = (Multiplyy @ = (Divide)

Fraction #2: [ INNEREGEG

e W caleulate Fraction

Free online fraction calculator http://www.
homeschoolmath.net/worksheets/fraction

calculator.php

This website had other online math resources
for all levels.

The Spastic Centre

321 Mona Vale Road, Terrey Hills NSW
PO Box 184 Brookvale NSW 2100

T: 02 9479 7200

F: 029479 7233

E: scnsw@tscnsw.org.au

www.thespasticcentre.com.au



