Hi everyone,

The TASC team have decided to revisit one of our
very popular comparison tables this month. With the
variety of products on the market it is often challenging
to work out which option is going to best meet your
needs. This months Onscreen comparison table
provides a quick reference tool to the features of a
variety of products. We hope that you find it useful.

TASC also has a new RAD powered chair in our pool
of equipment and it has been set-up to be easily
adjusted for trials. Read on to find out some more
about the features of this powered chair.

Finally don’t for the registrations are now open for the
ARATA Conference. If you are interested in assistive
technology application, research and product then
this event is not to be missed. See http://www.e-bility.
com/arata/conf.php for more information.

Until next time happy reading!
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Search Engine for Children

by Petra Karlsson

RedZee is a visual based -

search engine that is appealing =4
especially for children. On the )
home page the animated red RedZee:.

striped zebra is welcoming the

user.

After the keyword has been typed in, web pages
related to the search are displayed. By scrolling
over the web pages the user can view a thumbnail
of the page before clicking to select. This enables
children and emergent readers to search for their

Las Swarch

RedZee
Revolution
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To view website fullscreen
double click the image

003 .f.-"uo cam

favourite web pages more independently, than
when using other search engines.

RedZee is sponsored by advertisment, however it
is regarded to be family friendly as it is excluding
explicit images.

We welcome any feedback, good or bad, that you may have on our service. Please feel free to contact us by phone on 02 9975 8469,
email tasc@tscnsw.org.au or by writing to The Spastic Centre PO Box 184 Brookvale NSW 2100

TechnoTalk Newsletter is free and available from www.thespasticcentre.com.au/news/technotalk/




Onscreen Keyboard ReView by TASC Occupational Therapists.

An onscreen keyboard allows people with disabilities or special needs who cannot use a keyboard to
access the computer via a virtual display that appears on the computer screen. Keys are selected using
either a mouse or mouse alternative (by moving the cursor over the desired key and selecting it with a
mouse click or by momentarily pausing (dwelling) over the item) or via switch scanning. If the user needs
to access the onscreen keyboard via switch scanning a secondary switch interface may be required.
The type of switch interface needed for each program has been listed in the table. The following list is
not exhaustive but does include some of the most commonly used onscreen keyboards available and
the ones that have demos which can be downloaded from the relevant sites. The onscreen keyboards
work across most Windows based programs. Some literacy skill is required as they come in standard
keyboard letter format with some having limited options for customising the display. There are a few
onscreen keyboards that work with the Macintosh platform; however these have not been included in the
table below. If you would like information about Mac compatible onscreen keyboards, please contact one
of the consultants at TASC.

WizKeys is a relatively new onscreen keyboard; this was not included as a demo was not available for
review, for more information see: http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/product.asp?product=25823.

Dasher is a free onscreen keyboard that isn’'t included in our comparison as it only works within its
own application (text is sent to other applications by cutting and pasting). It is worth checking out as
a completely different type of onscreen keyboard option for users who can access a mouse or mouse
alternative (particularly head mouse and eye gaze users). It is an efficient method of text entry as it uses
a learning language model to predict the most probable pieces of text by giving them more space on the
keyboard and selection of predicted words is ‘mode-free’ — the user does not have to move between a
keyboard and prediction list.

It is driven by natural pointing gestures — a little bit like driving a car, you steer the mouse towards the first
letter of the word, then continue ‘driving’ towards the next letter of the word. You start by driving cautiously
and only continue when you know where you are going — if you don’'t know where you are going, stop
going. You don't have to click to select letters or words, you just keep driving forwards and they are
selected as you travel over/through them. It can look confusing at first, but it is worth persisting as once
you get the hang of it, it is very efficient.

Dasher can be downloaded from: http://www.inference.phy.cam.ac.uk/dasher/Download.html.

The table on the next page is a comparison of some of the features of onscreen keyboards. In the next
edition we will continue our comparison of onscreen keyboards and include those that have additional
features for voice output communication and environmental control. For more information please do not
hesitate to contact TASC.
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The RAD has arrived at TASC! by Natalie Carden

If you were wondering whether or not to try powered mobility with a little person, you will be pleased to
hear that the RAD is here and ready to go!

i o

The RADisaRollerchair powered wheelchair with growth adjustment
and tilt-in-space, to accommodate children aged from around two
to seven years old. The RAD is part of the assessment equipment
held by TASC for powered mobility evaluation. It is used by the
seating team and is available to other therapy departments to use
for assessments and trials.

The RAD is set-up with MAG (multi-adjustable growth system)
seating which has growth components, thoracics, pelvic belt, thigh
guides, harness and head support. The MAG is fully adjustable
and very supportive.

The aim of powered mobility evaluation is to match available
technology, in the

form of alternate
controls to suit
the skills of the
individual. Some
of the alternate
controls available
at TASC are: the
head array, switch systems, scan drive, multi-switch
systems, e.g. the wafer board, mini joystick, heavy
duty joystick and the finger control. The equipment
can be set up in just about any position required, using
commercial mounts or customised for the session using
technical assistance.

Send the seating consultants an email at tasc@tscnsw.
org.au along with your enquiry or to make a referral to
TASC or discuss loan arrangements telephone 02 9975

8469.
EEEENFEEEPFPELEEER
0 The Spastic Centre
.' i r‘, 321 Mona Vale Road, Terrey Hills NSW
L % PO Box 184 Brookvale NSW 2100
. T: 02 9479 7200

F: 02 9479 7233
the A/FW V)

) E: scnsw@tscnsw.org.au
For people with cerebral polsy www.thespasticcentre.com.au



